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Bahrain: A Human Rights Crisis
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Bahrain today is a country caught in the grip of a spiralling political and human rights crisis. Since 16
March, when the govermment sent in its army and security forces to storm the Pear|l Roundabout area for
& second time and clear it of protestors, the small Gulf state has witnessed an intensilying cycle of
human rights violations. These include large-scale arbitrary arrests of government critics, opponents and
protestors, allegations of torture and other ill-treatment of detainees, at least four of whom have died in
custody in suspicious circumstances since the beginning of Apeil, and the use of excessive, including
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consider to be disc

lethal, force by the security forces. Hundreds of state and other employees have been dismissed from
their jobs, apparently because of their involvernent in or support of the protests, and there is a pervasive
climate of fear and signs of an increasing sectarian divide between the manority Sunni Mustim
community, which holds the reins of power, and a Shi'a Muslim majority many of whose members.

M,

against and

anwhile, foreign migrant
workers, notably from the Indian sub-continent, complain that they have been targeted for attack by
elements within the Shi'a community and Bahrainis who suppart the government claim that its
clampdown on the opposition and the prolests was necessary to “pull Bahrain from the abyss
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